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Introduction:

· The Great Commission to all Christ’s disciples to go to all the World:



"Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.
Mk. 16:15, 16, NIV
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.
Mt. 28:19, 20

· The General Charge for all believers to be Witnesses:
Acts 1:8

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
· God’s personal Call to His Servants for His Specific tasks:
See below.
A. The Response to the Call of God and God’s Commitment.


1. God’s Call to Abram: Obey and Trust.

Genesis
a. His Call: Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house. 

(b) It was a call to Abram to get out of his Comfort zone.
12:1
(c) To Become His Channel of Blessing – I will bless thee…and thou shalt be a blessing.
12:2
(d) He needed just to Obey His Call and Trust Him to Open up the way step by step.

b. His Commitment: “I will…”
The Revelation of God’s Covenant with Abram was progressive.
Chs. 12, 13, 15, etc
(b) He will Lead Abram to a Land that I will show thee.
12:1
(c) For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.
13:15
(d) Arise, walk through the land…for I will give it unto thee.  
13:17
2. God’s Call to Moses: He Calls and He Equips.
Exodus 3:10, 12

a. iHis Call to His Explicit task: Come now therefore, and I will send thee…bring forth My people…out of Egypt. 
b. Moses’ Common Excuses. 
} see

c. God’s Commitment to Equip. 
} below.
(b) Moses’ Excuse: “Who am I…?”

3:11
(c) God’s Equipping: - “I will…”
· Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a token unto thee, that I have sent thee: 
3:12 

· I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites.
3:17

· I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do 

in the midst thereof: and after that he will let you go.
3:20

· And I will give this people favour in the sight of the Egyptians: and it shall come to pass, 

that, when ye go, ye shall not go empty:
3:21

(b) Moses’ Excuses:

What shall I say unto them?
3:13

Behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice:
4:1

O my Lord, I am not eloquent…but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.
4:10
(c) God’s Equipping: 

· Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say.
4:12

· Thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, 
and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do.
4:15

(b) Moses’ Excuse:

· O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.
4:13 
(c) God’s Equipping: 

4:14-16

Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well… I will be with thy mouth, 
and with his mouth, and will teach you what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of God.

d. Ct. God’s Challenge and Enquiry:

I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us? 
Then said I, Here am I; send me.
Isa. 6:8
3. God’s Call to Joshua: Proceed and Possess your Possessions.
Joshua
a. His Call: Now proceed to cross the Jordan…into the land that I am giving to them…
1:2, NRSV
b. His Commitment: 

Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you.
1:3

As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.
1:5b

c. Joshua’s Confrontation:
i. On the Brink of the river: he Faced the Turbulent Waters of Jordan.
3:15
(for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the time of harvest)
· The first step that was needed and the Divine Act:
3:15, 16
The feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brim of the water…
that the waters…stood and rose up upon an heap
ii. Beyond the river: he Fronted the Terrorising Walls of Jericho - … against Jericho.
3:16

the people came up out of Jordan…and encamped in Gilgal, in the east…of Jericho. 
4:19

· The next step and the Divine Capt(ain):
5:13-15
There stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him,
 and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?

And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

And the captain of the LORD'S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.
From now on the Captain of the Lord’s Forces would bring Joshua and his host Forward 
and He would Fight for them. They were to Follow.

Note: The Called faced with the Holiness of God: Moses (Exo. 3:5); Joshua (Josh. 5:15); Isaiah (Isa. 6:3)
4. God’s Call to Saul (and Barnabas) – He Commands and Commits.
Acts 
a. His Choice: He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name before the Gentiles, and…Israel.
9:15, 16
b. His Call: For so hath the Lord commanded us…I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles
13:47
c. His Confirmation: Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
13:2

d. The Church’s Commendation: when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them.
13:3

Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed. 14:26, NRSV
B. The Responsibilities of the Church.
Acts

1. To Recognise the Call – when they had fasted and prayed.
Acts 13:2
As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, 
Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.
2. To Recommend the Called – after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them
13:3a, 14:26, NRSV
Cf. …to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the work that they had completed

Note: commend, paradidomi = to surrender, i.e. yield up…commit, deliver (up), give (over, up)…recommend.
3. To Release the Commissioned – they sent them away.
13:3b
a. While the Church released the Called… [sent (Gk. apoluo) = free fully, i.e. (lit.) relieve, release, dismiss]

b. The Spirit Sent them – being sent out by the Holy Spirit, [sent (Gk. ekpempo = to send away] 
13:4, NRSV
Note: The Spirit Separated them and then Sent them, not the church. They were His Servants! 
13:2, 4; Phil. 1:1
4. To Relate to the Commended worker: We are labourers/ servants/ workers with God.
I Cor. 3:9
The Church would now be Partners with God…
a. Through Prayer Fellowship for the worker – extending this to other Assemblies and Agencies.
Phil. 1:3-8
b. Through Practical Partnership in sharing with the worker God’s Provisions (blessings).
Phil. 4:15-19
c. Through Personal Relationship with the worker:
Phil. 2:25-30

i. Upholding and Engaging her through Correspondence.

ii. Uplifting her - Exhorting, Edifying and Encouraging her and even Celebrating her special days.

iii. Updating her of Current Happenings at Home and elsewhere.

iv. Etc., Etc.

Con.  Psa. 121
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